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THE HOLIDAY season has arrived. Parties have been
planned and people are already looking forward to relax-
ing with cocktails or a few glasses of wine with friends,
neighbors, and coworkers. Most of us will have the sense
to not drink and drive, but for those who do not, let us
introduce the “Avoid the 13” Campaign. Named after the
13 police departments who originally participated (includ-
ing Morgan Hill), the campaign is a coordinated effort by
Santa Clara County law enforcement agencies to reduce
DUI-related injuries and fatalities during the holiday sea-
son.

Now in its 26th year, this year’s “Avoid the

13” campaign begins December 20th and

runs through New Year’s Day.

The Morgan Hill Police Department will be conducting
sobriety checkpoints and deploying additional officers for
DUI patrols during the campaign. It is all part of the edu-
cate and enforce philosophy promoted by Avoid the 13.
The sobriety checkpoints serve as both a deterrent to driv-
ing while intoxicated and a valuable opportunity to reach
out to the community with information. Each driver con-
tacted receives literature on the often tragic results of driv-
ing while intoxicated, as well as helpful tips for getting you
and your loved ones home safely.

Driving while intoxicated is never the right choice. Plan
ahead and designate a driver as the evening begins. If a
sober driver is unavailable, call a taxi, call a friend, or stay
where you are. Make the right choice. Your life and the
lives of others depend on it.   

Article by Sgt. Mark Brazeal, 776-7300

THE COMMUNITY Development Block
Grant (CDBG) allocation process will begin
in December 2002. The deadline for submit-
ting Project Applications from nonprofit agen-
cies for Fiscal Year 2003-2004 is Friday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2003.

Eligible projects must:  benefit low or very low
income persons; help eliminate slum or blight;
or meet an urgent community need such as a
threat to community health or welfare for
which no other funds are available. Programs
that have received funding in the past include:
Domestic Violence Shelters, Senior Services,
Youth Services, and Disaster Preparedness.

The City of Morgan Hill has participated in
the CDBG program since 1977 and antici-
pates receiving approximately $36,000 for
public service activities. For more information,
please contact the Business Assistance and
Housing Services Department at 776-7373 or
bahs@ch.morgan-hill.ca.gov. 
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Have a happy

and safe

holiday season.



THE GIVING TREE
Remember:  Each year, Giving Trees adorn the lobbies of City Hall and
Public Works during the holiday season. Residents may choose a name
from the tree and return a gift for a needy child or adult. It is requested
that all gifts be returned to City Hall by Thursday, December 13th.  

ON THURSDAY, October 3rd, the League
of California Cities presented the City of
Morgan Hill with its prestigious Helen
Putnam Award for Excellence in Economic
Development, in the affordable housing
subcategory.

The project is located on Ciolino Avenue,
behind the Morgan Hill Plaza (Albertson’s)
shopping center and consists of 42 new and
rehabilitated affordable apartment units.
Before the Morgan Hill Redevelopment
Agency got involved, the site was occupied
by John’s Trailer Park. It had 28 housing
units consisting primarily of old, dilapidated
trailers and was considered the most
blighted property in the Morgan Hill.
When code enforcement efforts were un-
able to  require the property owner to elimi-
nate the squalor and gang activity, the Mor-
gan Hill Redevelopment Agency stepped in
and helped South County Housing (a local
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Local resident takes advantage of sand and
sandbags available free of charge to Morgan
Hill residents to alleviate flooding. Residents

may take up to 15 bags at 100 Edes Court (off
Monterey Road, just north of Tennant Avenue). For

more information call:  776-7337. 

A R E  Y O U

PREPARED?

non-profit affordable housing developer) to purchase the property, tem-
porarily relocate the residents, remove all of the substandard housing
and debris, and replace it with a new, well-designed affordable apart-
ment complex.

All of the old trailers and other substandard units have been replaced
with new apartments. The existing four-plexes have been rehabilitated
to match the new construction. The street is now wider, the area is well
lit, and the walks are clean. Police calls and graffiti abatement requests
are down. In addition, South County Housing has implemented after
school programs and tutoring – giving the tenants opportunities to im-
prove their lives.

The Helen Putnam Award for Excellence is the third and most presti-
gious award received by the City for Villa Ciolino.  On October 30th, the
National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO)
presented the City of  Morgan Hill/Villa Ciolino with it’s Affordable
Housing Project Award for Excellence. Only four Award’s for Excellence
are granted nationally each year.  Earlier in the year, the project received
a NAHRO Award of Merit.  Finally, the California Redevelopment Asso-
ciation (CRA) named Villa Ciolino as a Project-of-the-Month last May.
Villa Ciolino is making a difference to improve our community. We should
all be proud of this award-winning project! 

Article by Bill Newkirk

LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

ELECTION RESULTS
On Tuesday, November 5, 2002, approximately 6,064 of the 15,914
Morgan Hill registered voters exercised their right to vote.  Mayor
Kennedy and Councilmembers Sellers and Tate, who all ran unopposed,
were re-elected. In addition, Measure C passed with 73% of the vote.
With the passage of Measure C, the City can continue to impose a 10%
Transient Occupancy Tax (hotel/motel occupancy tax) to be used to
pay for police, fire, paramedics, and other essential city services.

Congratulations to all candidates and thank you to Morgan Hill voters!  

Article by Irma Torrez, City Clerk 779-7259



SOME NOTES ABOUT

HOLIDAY GARBAGE SERVICE
GARBAGE AND recycling will not be col-
lected on Christmas Day and New Years Day.
Customers normally serviced on Wednes-
days will receive service on Thursday; cus-
tomers normally serviced on Thursday will
receive service on Friday; and customers
normally serviced on Friday will receive
service on Saturday.

Holiday trees will be recycled with
yard trimmings on your normal yard
trimmings collection day. Trees
should be cut into three foot
lengths and all ornaments and
tinsel should be removed.
Flocked trees will be collected
with the garbage. 

Community and
Cultural Center
Grand Opening

Come and see what our community’s new
centerpiece has to offer. We’ve planned a week’s

worth of events introducing the new center.

A Celebration Of
Community and Culture

MAYOR’S BALL CARNIVALE  •  6PM - MIDNIGHT

BLACK TIE AFFAIRE • TICKETS ON SALE NOW

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH

•

GRAND OPENING DAY  •  11:30AM - 5PM

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONIES  •  1PM

CULTURAL DANCE SHOW  •  7PM - 9PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH

•

GAVILAN COLLEGE DAY  •  5PM - 7PM

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

•

BUSINESS DAY  •  11:30AM - 6:30PM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10TH

•

CHILDREN & YOUTH ACTIVITY DAY  •  10AM - 5PM

TEEN NIGHT  •  6PM - 8PM

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH

•

SENIOR DAY  •  1PM - 4:30PM

ART SHOW RECEPTION  •  7:30PM - 9PM

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12TH

•

PERFORMING ARTS DAY  •  3PM - 8:30PM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13TH

•

ANNUAL DOWNTOWN HOLIDAY PARADE  •  5:30PM

TEEN DANCE  •  7PM - 9PM

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH

For more information, contact the Recreation
Division at 782-0008.

FURLOUGH FOR CITY OFFICES
CITY OFFICES will be closed December 23, 2002
through January 1, 2003 and will reopen on Thurs-
day, January 2, 2003. Police and Fire services will be
available as normal during the furlough.  Limited other
City services will be available during the furlough.
Building inspection services can be arranged by call-
ing 776-9108. Urgent changes in water service can be
requested at 779-7221.  
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66666
Did You Know?

Styrofoam is now recyclable. Styrofoam is a #6 plas-

tic and is now recyclable. Small “foam peanuts” should

be placed in a clear plastic bag in your recycling cart.

For larger pieces, a bag is not necessary. 
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C I T Y  E L E C T E D  O F F I C I A L S
Mayor Dennis Kennedy 779-7259
Mayor Pro Tempore Larry Carr 779-9622
Councilmember Hedy L. Chang 778-0511
Councilmember Greg Sellers 778-2370
Councilmember Steve Tate 779-6992
City Clerk Irma Torrez 779-7259
City Treasurer Michael Roorda 778-3653

C I T Y  E X E C U T I V E  S T A F F
City Manager J. Edward Tewes
City Attorney Helene L. Leichter
Assistant To The City Manager Melissa Stevenson Dile
Assistant To The City Manager Anthony Eulo
Business Assistance/Housing Services Director Garrett Toy
Community Development Director David Bischoff
Council Services and Records Manager Irma Torrez
Finance Director Jack Dilles
Human Resources Director Mary Kaye Fisher
Police Chief Gerald T. Galvin
Public Works Director Jim Ashcraft
Recreation and Community Services Manager Julie Spier

C O N T A C T I N G  Y O U R  C I T Y
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8AM to 5PM
Address: 17555 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA 95037

Animal Control 776-7300
Building Inspection 779-7241
Business Assist. & Housing Services 776-7373
City Clerk 779-7259
City Manager 779-7271
Community & Cultural Center 782-0008
Environmental Programs 779-7247
Finance 779-7237
Fire Department (County Fire) 378-4010
Job Hotline 779-7276
Planning: Land Use / Zoning 779-7247
Police Administration 776-7315
Public Works 776-7337
Recreation & Community Services 782-0008
Water 779-7221
Volunteer Programs 779-7278
City Hall Fax Number 779-3117
City Website: http://www.morgan-hill.ca.gov

C O N T A C T  T H E  E D I T O R
Questions or comments about City Visions are welcome.
Contact Editor Anthony Eulo at 779-7247 or
environ@ch.morgan-hill.ca.gov. City Visions is published monthly
by the City of Morgan Hill.

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

REGULAR SESSION: 12/4 7PM LIVE

12/5 NOON REPLAY

12/7 8PM REPLAY

12/8 NOON REPLAY

REGULAR SESSION: 12/18 7PM LIVE

12/19 NOON REPLAY

12/21 8PM REPLAY

12/22 NOON REPLAY

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS

REGULAR SESSION: 12/10 7PM LIVE

12/11 NOON REPLAY

12/14 NOON REPLAY

12/15 8PM REPLAY

SPARKY’S FIRE SAFETY FOR KIDS 9:30AM & 4:30PM DAILY

7PM FRIDAY

FUGITIVE WATCH: 10:30AM & 5:30PM DAILY

SANTA CLARA COUNTY’S MOST WANTED 8PM FRIDAY
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Community & Cultural Center
Grand Opening  • December 7th-14th
Please see page 3 for more information.

Christmas Day • December 25th
City Offices Closed (Dec 23-31)
Please see page 3 for garbage and recycling service notes or call

South Valley Disposal & Recycling at 842-3358.

City of Morgan Hill 2003
Recycling Calendar
Look for your 2003 Recycling Calen-

dar to arrive in the mail soon. This

year’s calendar once again offers a se-

lection of exceptional artwork pro-

duced by local school children and, of

course, helps you remember your re-

cycling collection schedule.  Can’t wait

to find our which artist took top hon-

ors and graces the cover? Check out

the sneak preview above.  Be sure to enter this fun and prestigous

contest - open to all Morgan Hill school children - this coming March.
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